n p r 



The following three documents were contained in the hundreds of pages from 
Richard Aoki's FBI file that was released to author Seth Rosenfeld as part of the 
research for his book, Subversives: The FBI's War on Student Radicals, and 
Reagan's Rise to Power. 

The FBI at first denied that it had any responsive files on the late radical activist 
Richard Masato Aoki, who had supplied the Black Panthers with some of their 
first weapons and firearms training. 

However, the FBI eventually released parts of Aoki's informant file in response to 
a Freedom of Information Act lawsuit brought by Rosenfeld. 

The released file shows Aoki was an FBI informant from 1961 to 1977, a period 
during which he was involved in a succession of radical groups in the San 
Francisco Area. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

'Memorandum 

^DIRECTOR, FBI 
I, SAN fWJcj 



« 



MAR 13 



ALL IIJFOPJtATIOH CQBTAI8ED 

HERE IM 13 UNCLASSIFIED 

DATS 07-18-2012 BY 65179 HSS/STU 





date: 



3/6/61 





ATQ AOKIj aka 
W'PSI 



The above captioned individual is currently being 




considered for development as a| 1 informant by the San 
Francisco Office. He first came to the attention of the San 
Francisco Office ln lg57. at which time CIC advised th at_ApKI, 
while serving as a TFTvs !^O^^J^^msX^EQm&M~M t 
Regiment, Fort Ord, Cal iTornia^a^^a J st.atgmRnt...tfl. fine., Army 
.^ffi^iaiq to the effect that he attended some.] I 
I 1 sponsored social s wh il e_ .attend j ng^Ber^eley h igh 
School, Berkeley, California in 1956, and was acquainted with, 
several fellow student.s_^^jig.^cpnsl^r.e,d m to,^b.e« 



AOKI was contacted and expressed a willingness to f 
cooperate with the Bureau in any way nnnalblR. hut stated 
that he has had no contact with the ] U inne l eaving 

Berkeley High, however, stated that i f he i should^gnta_ct_ them 
in the future, h e would not £fy^^^S,an^^a5"cls ; c.o„Off ice . 



On PohTiMre 15. IQfil. AnXT mfttl 

publicly announced | 



ment 



f Snct i submitted a reuar 
AOKI has been designated^ 



VHM AOKl_tc_iir 

Sffit 



AOKI haTlttteiflfifiUC S lsj 



| at a 
TTunotlon ^ 



In 1"! :^rt^f„this 5op- 
_] - ~TSI and^the j ^ I 



| of 1 RICHARD FORD, which h e wil 1 jjge^J^s^gnjng, re po rt s 



The following information concerning AOKI is being 
submitted as a basis for a request for Bureau authority to 
contact him as a FSI, ■ - 



v.7 j 



»• hii) 



(D - Bureau (RMj 
T - St, Louis (RM) (Info) 

1 - San Francisco ,-J, P 

BT (#3) :1ms 

^ d 

S&dU* Sr 




AOKH52 



b;'D 



* 



♦ 



iSL' : ISIS 



AOKI, an oriental of Korean decent, resides at 
1519 Stuart Street, Berkeley, California and is currently 
employed as a mail cleric at California. State Pep arfrasofc of 
Health, 2151 Berkeley Way^Berkeley , Cal iforni a, 

" ' "aoKI advised that he vias bom November £0, 1938,''' 
San Leandro # _J^Oi£&rnia and is the son of T0SHIKO NAKAZAWA 
AOKI and SHOZ0 AOKI. AOKI'S father, SHOZO, deserted the 
family in 1956, and they have had n o contact with him since 

that tlmft. Hft also has a 

I I Berkeley , 



He was employed by the National Dollar Store," 
Shattuck Avenue, Berkeley while attending high school, and 
at Alta Bates Hospital, Berkeley intermittently, 1957 -60 . 
He attended Oakland City College, Oakland, California, 
September 1958 through October 1959> and has been employed 
by the Department of Public He alth s lnce^ju^y lS&O' He 
served in the United States Artt^aTTort Ord, California, 
January through" August 1957 > at the present time is in the 
Army Standby Reserve. 



AOKI is described as follows 



Race: 

Sex: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Hair: 

Eyes: 

Complexion; 
Characteristics; 



Orient al 

Male 

5'6" 

135 lbs. 

Dark black, straight 

Dark brown 

Medium 

Wears tinted glasses, very 
neat appearance 



66 



/ 



The St, Louis Of f ice -£§reque sted to review AOKI'S 
Army service record and furnish this office with all pertinent 
data. He was a Private during 1957, Company C, Reserve Forces 
Act Regiment, Port Ord, California, serial number ER 19 572 630. 



AOKI-53 
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4 



3T : Ins 



ladvlsed tney I'knoT/ror no | 
related activities on the part of auivi. 



] and 

and /or 



AOKI has impressed the interviewing Agent as 
being sincere and genuinely interested in cooperating with 
the government ; and it Is felt that c on s i de rat ipn_ sb ojald-be 
given to him for development as a PS I — — — « 

In view of the foregoing, -BffiBSifl authority 1s rg- 



- 3* - 
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reported' '&i'v:-\Wj'- ■ 



. ,■ ( ■ .J 1 . rl " ■■ 





y- ■> 



b?13 1 



. 



l,i:'- r 'W' 



AOKI-65 



Hi*??. 






* ■V^i'^^V'.' I '..be KlyerL>a3.'''; : oomple;te ^ coverage ^as^Tjo ss lb le .". *' . - 



•.^..^^••yl./'.t' 






? f H"< fid-,- the/fact :that;; informant: p^?^^^^^!*:^- • 



--v mainta'iri ^clpBe, :corit;ac t . y>£th \ l v;ghl;si>mwfe%a8^;V^w 'v 



,4 w -that -'hfr 




opiitnuL ronu id 
JUUf t6» corriDM 



|#1 CTRl 

^ ' UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

^ Memorandum 



.ALL IKFORHATICW COHTAIHEl) 
HESEIH IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 07-19-2012 BY 65J79 DHH/STW 



TO 



FROM 



subject; 



l I XT 



DIRECTOR, FBI (134-10010} 
SAN FRANCISCO | 

rex- cv\ 



date: 10/13/77 



Captioned informant is being 
by reason of informant's reque 



When contacted 9/30/77, source advised that he 
desired to discontinue seeking information for the FBI beca 
he believed that this was inconsistent with his present 
career and objectives as a student counselor and instructor 
at a junior college in Oakland, California. 

Source advised that he is not willing to testify 
in open court or before administrative hearing boards if 
such testimony would reveal his past connection with the FBI. 
This would alienate him from associates and friends and would 
cause him great trouble in his relationships with students 
as a student counselor. 




There are no current cases 



In which informant has furnished information, 
en consulted by Bureau personnel in 



"US ftas lft the past been 
such matters, however. 

Neither the Bureau nor the Department of Justice 
has indicated any current interest in utilizing this informant 
as a witness. 9(405 R?C 21 /QOlO- 

Informant does not intend to write a book or engage 
in any public disclosure of his relationship with the Bureau. 
He seeks to ?<eep that relationship confidential for his own 
reasons as well as out Of consideration for the best interests 
of the U.S. Government. 



\ 




- Bureau 

San Francisco 
PBN/pab- 
3) 



OCT 21 1977 



AOKI-276 

(JOVlOtQT?^ 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 




PBN/pab 



It is not anticipated that there will be any 
control problem concerning this informant. Informant 
remains friendly toward the Bureau and is available for 
rejicontact should that be desirable. 

i , ~ ; i 

| | This case is oeinc 

placed in a closed status in the San Francisco Division. 



AOKI-277 



